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reminded me to keep praying, as I have for many years, that you will trust God for
a good wife some year in the future.
Surely there will be a letter from you tomorrow. I can hardly wait to hear from
you. Were you able to sign up for the courses you wanted most at college? I think
you'll do well at both architecture and flying.
It was about three years ago, Phil, that you asked Dad and me to pray that you would
be self-disciplined. How does it feel now to be telling yourself to get out of bed,
to decide alone what shoes to buy, to wash your own clothes? I'm wondering who asks
if your studies are done, if you took your vitamins, and if you remembered to put
away the car? Our home will never be same without you, Phil. You always seemed so
happy here and we were so happy to have you.
lhe Bible tells us that a mother's greatest joy is to see her children walk in truth
before God. And so, I'm looking f01ward to many yea!s of great joy as I watch you
from a distance. God bless and keep you.
Love,
Your Mother
P. S. lhe phone just rang and I answered. It was the man you sometimes played
tennis with. He wanted to know if you plan to play this Saturday. He couldn't
believe that you'd gone away to college. And I can hardly believe it either, Phil.
It seems only yesterday that you were learning to walk and talk, and now you've
left the nest and flown away. Always be assured of our love and prayers.

Material supp I ied to "The Biola Hour" through the cooperation of HCJB, Quito,
Ecuador.
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EUTHANASIA: MERCY OR MURDER
By: Dr. Charles Lee Feinberg
Euthanasia is defined by Webster as "l. An easy death or means of inducing one.
2. Act or practice of painlessly putting to death persons suffering from incurable
and distressing disease." In discussions of the subject a distinction is drawn between negative or passive euthanasia, where the means of prolonging life are removed, and positive or active euthanasia, where the cessation of life is produced
intentionally. Actually, a situational ethicist sees little difference between
negative (allowing to die) and positive (causing to die) euthanasia (cf. R. S.
Morison, "Dying," Scientific Arrerican, Sept. 1973, p. 60).
THE CURRENT

PROBLEM

vVhy has euthanasia (Greek for "good death") come so prominently to the fore in re-

cent days? Although the great advances in science and technology have been directed
toward the prolongation of life, there is an increasing number of individuals who do
not want extraordinary measures taken to prolong life in case of incapacitation or
proximity to death (cf. "It's Illegal to Die," Science Digest, Dec. 1973, p. 52).
Today nearly two-thirds of the population reaches age 70. Most people die of what
are tenred "the chronic deteriorations of old age." It is pointed out that for individuals over a certain age there is no such possibility as a complete restoration
to health. Moreover, many treatments are complex, costly, and painful. For example,
in cardiovascular disease the physician may now decide to install new heart valves,
replace arteries, or utilize pacemakers. All involve risk to the patient's life and
are accompanied by considerable pain and definite disability. The last option is a
transplantation of another heart with the greatest of risks.
It is recognized, moreover, that most therapeutic decisions for persons over a certain
age are not life-or-death judgments. Someone is called upon, the physician, the patient, or his family, to make a judgment as to the nature of the life that is left and
of its probable length. Critics of the medical profession are quick to point out
that in the physician's technological training there is little or nothing to prepare
them to deal with matters of ethical, aesthetic, or hIBnan value. This feeling has become so strong, that some favor legislation to take life-or-death decisions from the
hands of the physician and entrust them to an ombudsman or a group of moral philosophers (cf. Morison, ~· cit., p. 56). Friends of medicine, although not willing to
take extreme measures, readily admit that current criticism has been occasioned by a
clear failure to strive for and maintain a proper balance between the ted1llological
and the hIBnane phases of the curative art, which is said to have characterized the
best medical men from the time of Hippocrates on. Some suggest a new profession of
"thanatologists." One can well imagine how books and articles in scholarly journals
have proliferated on the subject in recent years.
To compound the problem, in more recent times there has been a change in the place
most patients spend their last days. It was formerly connnon for the terminally
i l l to die at home. Today it is usually the large general hospital. Although such
establishments necessarily have large staffs, most of the professional personnel are

~here
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II CORINTHIANS
By: Dr. J. Richard Olase
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It was a privilege for Paul, as well as for us, of sharing Qirist our Savior. The
apastle didn't lose heart despite the many problems and hindrances thrown in his
way . We are specifically told that Satan hinders by concealing the truth
(II Corinthians 4: 3,4). V'vhat an adversary for our souls this person is. He seeks
to veil and conceal the truth of God.

First of all, consider Satan's impact on unbelievers as he blinds the eyes as "the
god of this world." This is why Christ refers to Himself as the Truth (John 14: 6).
The devil "was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him" (John 8:44). Without question, Satan lays claim to
this world, asserting trenendous influence over it. Most of us are well aware of
these pressures, powers and influences. Satan himself lays claim to the fact that
this world is his domain (Luke 4:6). Olrist also acknowledges this declaration
(John 12 :31; 16:11). The enemy of our souls is the usurper of the authority and
paver of Christ. He is only allowed temporary influence on the world in general.
This isn 't a pennanent condition. Eventually Satan will be bound and consigned to
bell for all eternity.
When it cones to "the blinding of the minds" we know that a man can't reason properly of and through himself. He can't discern spiritual matters since he has no
perception in this area. Yes, it is true that Satan has the ability to force individuals to cone to a place where they lack insight and perception, particularly
regarding spiritual matters. This is why the unsaved live inadequate lives.
Blinding or veiling is a powerful maze that individuals are trapped in, seeing no
With an error in reasoning processes, mankind alone is incapable
of finding solutions to the need. Willful rejection of Christ and a life of selfSUfficiency places individuals clearly apart from Olrist. The light of the Gospel
lllSt shine into our hearts. As we begin to see through the eye of faith we come to
~Cl\f what is involved. Before long, if we are attentive to the Gospel message, we
Will not only see the light but also will see Olrist as the Son of God who desires
to becoire our Savior as we invite Him into our lives.
way to get out.

There ~re SOire extremely intelligent people who have lived in ages past who have

~cognized the problems of walking in darkness. They have searched for the truth.
thocrates ~a~ one of these men. He raised all kinds of questions about life, although failing to find the way of eternal life through Jesus Olrist. He recognized

ace problems people had and attempted to develop patterns of life which would be
s~~lt~le . Unfortunately, these were simply other alternatives and adherents
darkness. The sane is true with other ancient philosophers like Plato
Aristarchus. Even so today people are searching. In their hunger and need
: are ready for the light. Renember, Christ declared that He came to the needy,
e~ than t o those who thought they were perfect and with out difficulties . To
co U: He is the Great Physician. If one considers himself whole, righteous
r1c~it, there is little that can be done. Satan's power and approach is to keep
e in darkness. He blinds men from their only hope.
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apostle Paul, our Biolans are people of crnmni tmen t. You can imagine the challenge
being associated with them here at Biola College and Talbot Seminary. Lift up Your
eyes around you to see some of the tremendous jobs that are being done for Christ.
Paul was willing to stand and to be finn in the midst of tremendous pressures because
of his commitment. He was a man of confidence, "Knowing that He who raised the Lord
Jesus will raise us also with Jes us and will present us with you" (II Car. 4: 14) •
This is the final victory in eternal life. Even though God raised the Lord from the
grave. He is also going to raise us with Jesus. We will be presented, even with tJt
people of Corinth, at the presence of our Savior. No persecution or tribulation,
even to the taking of life, can thwart the message of salvation which is far too
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Addi ti on ally, Paul was a man of conce m. "For all things are for your sakes , that
the grace which is spreading to more and more people may cause the giving of t.'1anks
to abound to the glo:ry of God" (II Corinthians 4 : 15 NASB) • We see here the apostle
selflessness. He put Christ first, others second and himself last. His main con- 1
sideration was for converts who could in tum swell the ranks of those who would f
sing praise to God Himself. These are some excellent lessons in how we can nd o
conplaining as we focus on our personal relationship to Jesus Christ. May it
challenge
all of us as all
we around
evaluate
mendous opportlnlities
us.what our life means in the light of these treSrnre years ago I was reading the "Letters to the Edi tor" column in a magazine.
person was commenting on a previous article that had been written by a single woman
giving advice on the subject of "How to Travel with Children." This corresponde:
felt the author had more theory without too llRlch practice. TI1e letter stated, '
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Here in Southern California we have two large universities which have been extremely
powerful. in the area of sports, UCLA and use. Teams have won a great nurrher of
successful
national titles over the years in virtually all tYPes of athletics. During both
the football and basketball seasons we can watch the teams play on delayed telecasts here in Los Angeles • A person can look in the newspaper to find out who won
the gaire and then he can watch it a few hours or days later. If I tme in I don't
want to hear the score first because it takes away so l!Rlch of the excitement. In
a far greater sense there is a tremendous confidence which comes to the Christian
in the midst of problems when we know what the end results will be. There is ultimate
victory for the Christian. Instead of sitting on the edge of our chairs,
fearful that we are going to lose, we take the problems in stride, knowing that
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Throughout all history the Euphrates has played a vital part as a great boundary.
It runs a distance of 1800 miles and is scarcely fordable anywhere at any time. It
is from three to 1200 yards wide and from 10 to 30 feet deep. Most of the time it
is l D..lch larger. It is repeatedly spoken of as the northeastern limit of the lands
promised to Israel. The literal translation is that the ways of the kings from the
rising of the sun might be prepared (Revelation 16:12-16).
ON the satanic triad, composed of the devil, the political ruler and the false
prophet, combine in a special effort to carry on their counterfeit work. These are
the three unclean spirits which syrnb olically look to John like three frogs. Multitlkies of frogs, you reirerrber, were sent as the second plague on the land of Egypt
(Exodus 8:2-5). Aristophanes tells of a special costwre worn on the Greek stage and
never anywhere else. It was known as "the frog garment." Undoubtedly it caused
~ewd laughter whenever it was seen. The frog was a sex symbol, representing the
idea of feclIDdity. This unclean animal is a portrayal of the loathsomeness of the
power coming forth from the devil. These three spirits of the devil, like frogs,
~ forth to make ready the company of the rebels for the slaughter of the Lord.
'Dley go in the infernal power of Satan, working miracles in accordance with the
Testmrent prophecy (II Thessalonians 2:9ff).

By !he tine the final days of the Antichrist's power draw on, there will be very few
be~1evers left on the earth. "And shall not the Lord avenge his own elect which
tried night and day unto him, though he bear long with them?

I tell you that he will
venge them speedily; nevertheless, when the Son of man cometh, will he find faith
even on the earth?" (Luke 18: 7, 8) •

erse 15 constitutes a wonderful promise as well as a solemn warning.

Those who are
Qmded in the midst of the satanic persecutions of these last three and one-half
!S of the Tribulation will rejoice to hear the promise, "Behold, I come." Yet,
n st warns, "When I come, I'm going to come like a thief: suddenly and uhctedly ! "

st~dying Revelation 16: 17 we hear the wonderful voice of Christ declaring, "It is
· You rerrernber that He said the same thing on the cross. Then redemption was
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reat, the Cae~ars an ebuilt becoming
the
ld of Alex~der th~ G of Babylon will be r see how this c::ould
up and overturns the religious system represented by the woman.
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'Ibis prophecy made 2000 years ago is demonstrated in history. Do you remember reading in history of the ferocious onslaught of the terrible Moslem and Islamic movements? There were conquests with the sword. That terrible bloody conquest began
in the seventh century and continued down through the anals of time. It was against
idolatry that the Mohannnedan religion arose as a fierce and terrible foe. Men
destroyed the idolatrous harlot in Africa and Asia. And the prophecy is that kingdoms of the world are soreday going to get weary again of the idolatrous church.
According to the prophecy of Revelation 17 they will make this false system desolate,
robbing it of all its riches. 1he richest institution on the earth, outside of the
United States, is this scarlot prostitute. 'Ihese kingdoms shall eat her flesh,
appropriating all her wealth. Men will make her a social, political and economic
outcast.
In the Epistle of I John, Scripture makes it crystal clear that this is the ea111est
last word of the apostle, "Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen"
(I John 5:21). The worship of God is spiritual. 'Ihe Lord desires those who worship
Him to do so in spirit and in truth. It is between you and your soul with no irediating priest in between. Give your heart and life to the blessed Lord Jesus Christ.
Walk by His side. Be filled with the glory of His presence.
There are sore very striking parallels between the two Babylons which are mentioned
in Scripture. One was the ancient city of wonder which eventually collapsed. The
other is seen in prophecy from such passages as the 17th and 18th chapters of Revelation. Many have wondered if these are two literal cities or simply the same locale
with two different names. Our personal view is that they are two different systems
entirely. Of course, with the approaching nearness of the Lord's return we better
understand their true significance. After the true Church of Jesus 01.Tist has gone
and the Tribulation begins, these matters will becoire very clear.
'Ihe key verse of Revelation 17 is right at the very first: the apostle declares,
"And there came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls, and talked with~,
saying core here; I will show unto thee the judgment of the great harlot that
sitteth upon many waters." 'Ibis prostitute which is the apostate church is folllld
seated upon the political beast. She was earlier prophesied in this book
thiS
(Revelation 2 :21-23). In the day after the true Church has gone home to glory'
rel:gious system will coire to a full-blown consunnnation. This world-wide move~nt
will involve the various ideologies of the earth. The apostate world church 15
called Mystery Babylon because of its origin.
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. "Is it possible for our names to be blotted out of the Book of Life?"
(Psalm 69: 2 8; Reve la ti on 3: S)
A. In most languages the word "life" has two specific meanings. One would be
physical while the other is spiritual. Each Biblical passage must be read in context. Any person who is alive in the world today would be inscribed in the book of
physical life. This is what Moses had in mind at Mt. Sinai. He was so upset over
the calf worship of the people that he declared, "Yet now, if Thou wilt forgive their
sin, do not blot rre I pray Thee out of Thy book which Thou hast written" (Ex. 32: 32).
This has reference to the physical. We find srnrewhat the same in Psalm 69:28. In
~velation 3:5 there is the spiritual side of those who are written from before the
foundation of the world in the Lamb's Book of Life. This comes as a result of perscnal faith in Jesus Christ. Faith overcomes the world and it is impossible to blot
our names out of it once they have been placed there. The Scripture states strongly
and positively, "I will not blot his name out of the book of life." This doesn't
rean the book of physical life because believers also die. It is a question of
eternal life. We say again that no one who has trusted Christ will ever have his
nare expunged. Always watch the passage as to the context involved.

Q. "Is it all right with the Lord if I send sorre of my tithe to radio programs such
~yours where I get much of my spiritual food, instead of giving it all to my
dmrch?''
A. We appreciate the interest and concern which is expressed in this question. The
reason why we are in existence is because we want to provide spiritual blessing to

those who tune in. While we do not hold to the concepts of "storehouse tithing"
~lachi 3:10), yet we do believe that the local Bible-believing church should rece1~ our strong support. If the pastor is preaching the Gospel and the churd1 is
seekmg to serve Christ, there are many needs which must be met. At the same time
there are many organizations, such as faith missions, which must be supported apart
from denominational giving. We are responsible for our individual stewardship. As
we s~ek the leading of the Holy Spirit we should do that which is right and proper.
Th.e mdividual has a perfect right to give a portion of his tithe instead of placing
~ all in the church, to any object to which the Lord would direct his attention.
. low the dictates of your own conscience as you pray about the matter. Here at
8lola we recognize the fact that we must depend on the giving of God's people to
:adsrt ~he ministry. We are thankful to the Lord for everyone who prayerfully
with us.

1

• "Does Jmres S: 19, 20 mean that a person can be converted over again?"

~e Biblical truth of conversion means being born-again.
~1 ca1 life one has to be born into this world physically.

In order to have
This happens only
f: The same is true in the spiritual realm. Once the transaction takes place it
lees· Pay particular attention to Scriptural wording. "Convert" doesn't al-
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devil's designs, "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you,. that he llla)
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been saved. He would have already been one of his crowd. The Savior continued,
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